Bridge Builders Newsletter December 2009

Dear Members and Friends:

The holiday season is upon us,
which is a perfect time to take a
breath and appreciate our
families, friends and neighbors.
Let us all nourish the spirit of
sharing and caring well beyond the
winter celebrations.

We thank all of you who came
together at our Annual
International Potluck on
November 14th. It wasa
delightful and a successful
evening of meeting and getting to
know one another, sharing savory
foods, enjoying

the cultural extravaganza and
the successful silent auction .
Thank you for your splendid
participation and generosity.

December's special days include:

1 World AIDS Awareness Day

7 National Pear| Harbor Remembrance Day
10 Human Rights Day

12 Hanukkah (Chanukah) Begins

13 International Children's Day

21 Winter Solstice

25 Christmas Day




26 Kwanzaa Begins
26 Boxing Day

27 Islamic Ashura
31 New Year's Eve

May this time of joy and spirituality bring all communities closer together in the
coming year!

Elsa Sargento, President

Cultural Events Calendar

Now available online at:

Please check back often for updates!

Let's come together

Bridge Builders

* NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW *
Board Spotlight

“Meet" a new member of the Bridge Builders
board of directors here every month!


http://www.bridgebuildersak.com/BridgeBuilders2009Calendar.pdf
http://www.bridgebuildersak.com/BridgeBuilders2009Calendar.pdf

LUSIANA HANSEN

Samoan American

Lucy T. Hansen has been a strong community volunteer
since 1999. She came to Alaska in 1985 from American
Samoa, and she has been employed by the State of Alaska
for 16 years. In 2001 she was invited fo join a Bridge
Builders Multicultural Dinner, and was introduced and
learned about Bridge Builders of Anchorage. She is an
active member of the Polynesian Community and also the
President of the Polynesian Association of Alaska, Inc. She
helped established the annual Polynesian Flag Day in
Anchorage in 2005, and hosted all Polynesian Flag Days
after that. She is a host for a new talk show program called
"Pacific Islander Local Update" (PILU) on the FIL - AM
show. She is the Governor-appointed Council Board Member
of Alaska Faith Based and Community Initiative, Council
Board Member of Older Persons Action Group (OPAG),
Board Member of the Alaska Red Ribbon, secretary of the
Lupe ole Fa'aolataga Samoan Christian Church in Anchorage,
and many other non-profit organizations. She lives in
Anchorage with her family, husband David, 4 children and
her 2-year-old grandson. She enjoys community events and
loves fishing.

Have you made your 2009 donation yet?
Please consider a donation of any size. Thank you!

It's easy! You can use the PayPal button on our website:
www.bridgebuildersak.org

or mail it to:

Bridge Builders of Anchorage
P.O. Box 240294
Anchorage, AK 99524-0294

Bridge Builders relies on private donations to fund our
programs. With your support, we can continue building a
more harmonious community.
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harmony and respect among all
Bridge Builders is on Facebook cultures.

Come join and visit us at:

http://www.facebook.com/people/Bridge- .. Core Values:
Builders/ 1761601918 Dignity/Respect/Personal

Trust/Openness/Personal
Commitment/Activism

Join us and discover a whole new
world!

Charter for Compassion

There is an urgent need for a new focus on compassion.

Bringing together voices from all cultures and religions, the
Charter seeks to remind the world we already share the core
principles of compassion.

Let's come together

Bridge Builders

More information at:
http://charterforcompassion.org/

2009 Bridge Builders

OF Anc}‘xorage
"Science in Toyland" demos
Through 12/23/2009 dof D )
Hourly starting at 3 p.m. weekdays, 11 a.m. Saturdays and 1 p.m. Sundays PBoard of Directors
Educators explain the forces that keep tops spinning and roller coasters P StaFF .

rolling. For a complete demonstration schedule, click here. Included with
admission. :
Elsa Malapit Sargento

First Friday Filipino American

6to 9 p.m., 12/4/2009 President

Enjoy the festive "Wonderland of Toys" exhibition and the last weekend of

"Earth, Fire and Fibre," as well as hors d'oeuvres and the jazz stylings of .

Melissa Bledsoe Fischer and Katie Strock. Free. David Alexander
English German

Artist's Eye Lecture Series Vice President,

8 p.m., 12/4/2009
The Artist's Eye Lecture Series: The Image as the Link
Photographer Brian Adams offers an informal gallery talk about his work,

Board Development

which centers on individuals and their relationships with the land. Free. El |5W9 rth Jame_S, PhD
African American/
Anchorage International Film Festival Lipan Apache

1 p.m. to 10 p.m., 12/5/2009 Vice President

410 8:30 p.m., 12/6/2009 ; ;
6 p.m. to 10 p.m., 12/11/2009 Public Relations

1 p.m. to 10 p.m., 12/12/2009
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$7 per film. Learn more on the museum's online calendar. Donna Stephens
Anglo American

Holiday Concert Treasurer

1:30 to 4:30 p.m., 12/6/2009

Enjoy festive music by musicians including the Anchorage Concert Chorus, .

Anchorage Keyboard Association students and country music duo Little Blue Ar!g(_ela J'men(_ez

Suitcase. Included with admission. Dominican American

Secretary

Holiday Concert: Wells Fargo Free Day

1:30 to 4:30 p.m., 12/13/2009

Enjoy festive live music from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., as well as free admission all

day to the museum's exhibitions. Sponsored by Wells Fargo.

Malcolm Roberts
Anglo-American
Immediate Past President
Holiday Concert
2:15 10 4:30 p.m., 12/20/2009 Pastor Thomas Davis

Enjoy festive music by musicians including the Karyn Grove's Suzuki ; :
students, Anchorage Keyboard Association students and cellist Cheyenne African American
Brown. Included with admission.

Lusiana Hansen
New Year's Eve at Muse Samoan American
6 to 9 p.m., 12/31/2009
Muse kicks off 2010 with a scrumptious four-course, prix fixe dinner. Seating sJ Klein
times available from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Cost is $70 per person or $100 with . .
wine pairings. For more information or reservations, call 929-9210. Jewish American
More events and information at www.anchoragemuseum.orq Jim La Belle
907-343-4326 Inupiaq

Gabrielle LeDoux

Eastern European

Modou E. Manneh

Gambian
Anchorage Public Library Events Barbara Niziol
Polish American
2009 Anchorage International Film Festival Mabel Pike
Saturday, December 12, 2009, 10:30-6:30 Tlingit
Loussac, Wilda Marston Theatre, Level 1
FREE Family Program for all ages! Me_lvin Wi”i?ms
African American
Family Program - Live Narrative Shorts @ 10:30 AM
Family Program - Animated Treats @ 12:00 Noon Arthur Yang
Youth Media Forum @ 1:45 PM

One World - Documentary Feature @ 5:15 PM Hmong

. . P . . E
For more information visit the online guide at

www.anchoragefilmfestival.org/2009/film

Denée Dubeau Zah

Science Fair Workshop Finnish Irish
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Friday, December 18, 2pm French-Canadian
Muldoon Branch, 1251 Muldoon Rd., 343-4032 Administrative Assistant
For ages 8 and up

Put on your safety goggles and hold onto your lab coat! E“.Ssa Regan
Scientist and science fair judge Jana Lage will share useful & Irish WeISh .
fascinating science fair tips. Be inspired to make your best- German English Iroquois

ever science fair project. Learn the secrets of working as a AmeriCorps Volunteer
scientist and take the first step toward a world of
opportunities in science. You will also learn important
information about the 2010 Alaska Science & Engineering Fair
(March 26-28 at Begich Middle School).

Reading Rendezvous Coordinator Needed Please join us in thanking

Prior to December 15, 2009, submit your resume to: our wonderful par"rner's and
Sherri Douglas at douglasss@muni.org
or call 3432840 for more information. Sponsors

for their support:

The Alaska Center for the Book is seeking an enthusiastic,
organized individual to serve as the Reading Rendezvous
Coordinator. This free literacy outdoor fair, jointly sponsored Alaska AFL-CIO
by the Anchorage Public Library & the Alaska Center for the
Book, will be held on Saturday, May 15, 2009 on the Z. J.
Loussac Library grounds. Position responsibilities include:
Starting in January, 2010, twice monthly meetings with
committee members, fundraising, working closely with the Alyeska Pipeline
library staff, facilitating promotion to media, coordinating all Service Company
activity onsite the night before and all day during the event,
serve as spokesperson for the event, assisting with post event
evaluation and wrap-up, and other duties as assigned by the
committee. There is a small stipend paid for by the Alaska
Center for the Book. Anchorage East Rotary

Alaska Airlines

Anchorage Daily News

More events and details at:
http://lexicon.ci.anchorage.ak.us/events/calendar/2009/Cur
rent_Calendar.pdf

Anchorage School District

BP

Census 2010

CIRI
MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE

DIVERSITY EVENTS Conoco Phillips

First National Bank Alaska

Through Our Eyes Tour
From 12/3/09 12:00 PM To 12/3/09 1:00 PM Immediate Care
3903 Taft Dr.

Ninestar Education &

Especially for Health Care Professionals: Come to the Alaska .
Employment Services

Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired for a hands-on tour
of our work to help people with vision loss meet their goals for
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life and work. Learn about services available for your patients Wells Fargo
and clients. A light lunch is provided.
Contact Karla Jutzi, kjutzi@alaskabvi.org

Diversity Council Meeting
From 12/8/09 1:00 PM To 12/8/09 2:00 PM
1200 1st Ave

Municipal employees working to promote diversity efforts within
the muncipal workforce and throughout the community.
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of every month at noon
at the ML&P Administration Bldg. (1200 1st Avenue) or at
another municipal facility.

Contact: Madeline Holdorf, 343-4798

For more details, go to
http://www.muni.org/Departments/equal _opportunity/diversity/P
ages/default.aspx

Anchorage Youth Development Coalition

Meetings and Events

Anchorage Mentoring Alliance

Date: Tuesday, December 15th, 2009
Time: 12:30 - 2:00pm

Location: Atwood Bldg., Room 240

Opportunities for Youth

12th Alaska Forum on the Environment
An Invitation to Join In

February 8 - 12, 2010

Dena’ina Civic and Convention Center
Special Youth Sessions: February 9-10

Scholarship Opportunity

University of Maryland in conjunction with TransCen, Inc. is
offering scholarships for an on-line Career Planning and
Placement for Youth in Transition Graduate Certificate
Program. The deadline to apply for these scholarships is
December 31, 2009. The scholarships offers a tuition and
stipend award for 12 graduate credits in the University of
Maryland's Department of Counseling and Personnel Services.

Training Opportunities
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Good Intentions: The Beliefs and Values of Teens and Tweens
Webinar

Date: Thursday, December 9, 3:00 p.m. EST

RSVP to Natalie Thompson at nthompson@nassembly.org by
Wednesday, December 8th to participate.

Improving Student Achievement Through ELOs.
Expanded Learning Opportunities

Monday, December 7, 2009

2:00-3:00 p.m. Eastern Time

Interactive Webcast

More events, opportunities and details at:
http://www.aydc.org/

Alaska World Affairs Council

Dec. 4, 2009

"The HIV situation in Kenya: Epidemiology and
Interventions”

Speaker: Dr. Timothy Thomas, Epidemiologist for the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta.

Dec. 11, 2009

"Innovating Bureaucracy: Getting Government to Share"
Speaker: Government to Share” Andrea Baker, Director of
Enterprise 2.0 for Navstar, Inc.

Dec 18, 2009 Holiday Break

Dec 25, 2009 Holiday Break

* k%

AWAC weekly luncheons location: Hilton Hotel

Doors open at 11:30 a.m. - Program begins at 12:00 p.m.

RSVP by telephone 276-8038 or by email to info@AlaskaWorldAffairs.org.
Lunch Program $20 for Members - $25 for Non-Members - $6 for Coffee Only

For more information, go to http://www.alaskaworldaffairs.org/
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FREE Kidney Health Screening

Saturday, December 12th, 2009
9am-5pm

Contact Person: Kristie Lemmon
907.223.1562

National Kidney Foundation Serving Alaska to Offer Free
Health Screening

A FREE Kidney Health Screening will be offered by the
National Kidney Foundation Serving Alaska for people at
increased risk for kidney disease on Saturday, December 12th
at the Mountain Boys and Girls Club at 315 Price Street in
Anchorage from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. If you have high blood
pressure or diabetes, or a member of your immediate family
has high blood pressure, diabetes or kidney disease, you are
at risk for kidney disease. We encourage you to schedule an
appointment for the free screening by calling 223-1562, 877-
889-6318 or emailing Kristie.lemmon@kidney.org. There is
limited availability for walk ins. Participants must be 18 years or
older.

The screening is part of the National Kidney Foundation's
Kidney Early Evaluation Program (KEEP) designed to identify
and educate people at risk - those with diabetes, high blood
pressure or a family history of kidney disease. KEEP screening
participants will have their weight and blood pressure checked.
Medical professionals will collect blood and urine samples from
those who require further testing. A physician is on-site to
review results with participants.

More than 26 millions Americans have chronic kidney
disease and most don't even know it. Millions more are at risk.

Mitzvah Mall

Think holiday bazaar with a twist: an alternative gift fair.
There are still rooms filled with booths, but the "vendors” are
nonprofit organizations and charities. Instead of buying more
material gifts and stuff, shoppers can donate to local non-
profits on behalf of friends, family or others on their holiday
gift list. Give a gift that keeps on giving.
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- Instead of another necktie, how about a utility payment for
a family losing their electricity?

- Instead of more candles, how about a safe night of lodging
for a rape victim?

- Instead of more electronic games, how about a stuffed
duffel for a child going into foster care?

Congregation Beth Sholom is hosting Anchorage's second
annual "Mitzvah Mall." (Mitzvah is Hebrew for "good deed.")
Last year's event raised $16,000 worth of goodwill in three
hours!

Sunday, December 6
1-4p.m.
Congregation Beth Sholom
7525 E. Northern Lights Blvd
(just west of Carrs Muldoon)
Information at www.frozenchosen.org

"Gifts" are in various price ranges beginning at $5 up to $50-
$100. Shoppers receive decorative gift cards to present to the
person in whose honor the gift was purchased. What a
mitzvah: resisting holiday consumerism, doing good, and
bestowing a wonderful gift - all at the same time!

Join us in making this holiday season special - for your friends
and family and for the other families you'll be helping, too.

At press time, more than 30 nonprofit organizations are
participating.

Western Union Foundation Announces New Scholarship
Program for Immigrant Families

Deadline: February 5, 2010

The Western Union Foundation's Family Scholarship Program
is a new educational initiative for migrants, immigrants, and
their families in the United States.

The Family Scholarship Program is intended to help two
members of the same family move up the economic
development ladder through education. Scholarships may be
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used for tuition for college/university education language
acquisition classes, technical/skill training, and/or financial
literacy. For example, one family member may request
assistance to attend college and the other family member may
request assistance to attend English as a Second Language
courses.

All applicants must be 18 or older. The country of origin for at
least one of the applicants must be outside the U.S.
Applications must include educational providers for primary
and secondary award recipients (must be two family
members). Scholarships will only be made to nonprofit
accredited higher education institutions and nonprofit
training/educationa | providers.

Recipients are eligible to receive scholarships in amounts of
$1,000 to $5,000 per family.

Recipients are determined in a selection process
independently managed by the Institute of International
Education, an international nonprofit educational exchange
organization.

Applications for the winter scholarship are due February 5,
2010. Visit the Western Union Foundation Web site for
complete program information.
http://foundation.westernunion.com/ourProgramsScholarships.
html

Angelina Estrada-Burney, President
Hispanic Affairs Council of Alaska

Anchorage Concert Association

Eileen Ivers, "An Nollaig -
An Irish Christmas"”

Friday, December 4 and

Saturday, December 5, 7:30pm

Atwood Concert Hall

Tickets $17-$38 (Subscription package prices)

With traditional music and masterful Irish dancing, "An Nollaig
- An Irish Christmas” will bring beautiful Irish holiday customs
to life. In a very Gaelic celebration, including original tunes
and holiday favorites like "The Holly Tree," "Hark the Herald
Angels Sing,” "The Wexford Carol,” "Do You Hear What | Hear"
and many others, lvers and friends evoke the anticipatory
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delight of Christmas Eve, the peace of Christmas morning and
even the raucous exuberance of Boxing Day, complete with
fiddles, pipes and whistles.

Playing Irish traditional music since the age of eight, Eileen
Ivers proceeded to win fiddle championships and more than
30 championship medals, making her one of the most
awarded persons ever to compete in these prestigious world
competitions.

Eileen Ivers Lecture/Demonstration

Saturday, December 5th, 3:00-4:30pm, Atwood Stage.

(must enter through security door at 5th & G)

$8 pre-paid, $10 at the door.

To pre-pay with a credit card, call 272-1471. Join Eileen lvers
(fiddle), Greg Anderson (guitar), and Buddy Connolly
(accordion) as they talk about their music and instruments
and share their songs and stories. Bring your instruments for a
brief jam session.

Anchorage Concert Association

430 W. 7th Ave, Ste 200, Anchorage, AK 99501

(907) 272-1471 ph.

Find your "Arts Persona” at www.anchorageconcerts.org

GET CAPTIVATED, ANCHORAGE!

Single Tickets Now On Sale!
Spend time with your family and AJT.

Jason and the Argonauts

Saturday, December 5, 2009

3:00 PM Discovery Theatre

Two actors, 65 minutes, one golden fleece of comedy. One of
the UK's leading theatre companies, Visible Fictions, presents
a hugely physical and irreverent telling of the ancient Greek
Myth. Playing with scale, invention, action figures and a
stunning transformative cart, this piece is a great adventure
story with monsters, romance, destiny, heroism and revenge.
"...playful & inventive...hilarious” -The Stage (Scotland)
Learn more at www.akjt.org.

UPCOMING SHOWS:

e TAP KIDS
e Borders of the Mind: The Psychic Show for the Whole
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Family
e Stone Soup & Other Stories

For more information call 272-7513 or 263-ARTS. Or visit our
web site at akjt.org

MATANUSKA VALLEY
CHRISTMAS SAFETY FAIR

"Give the Gift of Safety"

The City of Wasilla has requested NAOI partner with them to
host an emergency preparedness safety fair Dec. 12th at the
Menard Sports Center in Wasilla. Our theme for this Safe and
Sound event will be 'Give the Gift of Safety' this holiday
season.

We would love to offer workshops, demonstrations, vendor
booths and more to help families prepare this Christmas.

If you, or anyone you know, is interested and available to help,
please let me know ASAP to be added to our growing list of
partners.

Thanks again for your continued support and help in getting
Alaskans prepared for disasters and emergencies.

Debra McGhan, NAOI Executive Director

Office: 907-376-2898; Mobile: 907-982-0332
www.naoiak.org

North America Outdoor Institute - A non-profit organization
providing interactive safety and environmental education
programs for the general public.

HUD Funding Opportunity

HOPE VI Main Street Grant Program
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For smaller communities, this looks like a really interesting source to
support housing in a historic town center. The purpose in the NOFA
reads:

The purpose of the HOPE VI Main Street program is to provide grants to
small communities to assist in the rejuvenation of an historic or traditional
central business district or "Main Street" area by replacing unused
commercial space in buildings with affordable housing units.

I've copied an excerpt from the NOFA that identifies eligible applicants, to
help you determine whether or not to take a closer look.

A. Eligible Applicants. Eligible applicants include, and are limited to, local
governments, as defined in Section .D. of this program NOFA. The local
government must:

1. Have a population of 50,000 or less; and

2. Not be served by a local government, county/parish, regional, or state
public housing agency (PHA) that administers more than 100 physical public
housing units within the local government's jurisdiction. Such units exclude
Section 8 Housing Voucher subsidized units and public housing units in
Mixed-Finance developments where the PHA is not the General Partner in
the for-profit ownership entity.

To find out more about this NOFA, go to
http://www.hud.gov/offices/adm/grants/nofa09/grphopevimainst.cfm

Carma E. Reed, Director
Community Planning and Development, Anchorage Field Office
US Department of Housing and Urban Development

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 3JOBS

Park Ranger, (Law Enforcement), GS-0025-05 GS-0025-05
$19-$19

Department Of The Interior/National Park Service

Location: King Salmon

Closing 12/22/2009

Park Ranger, (Law Enforcement), GS-0025-07 GS-0025-07
$22-$22

Department Of The Interior/National Park Service

Location: King Salmon

Closing 12/22/2009
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Wildland Firefighter (Range/Forestry Technician), GS-0462-
04/05

$14-$15

Department Of The Interior/National Park Service

Location: Fairbanks

Closing 03/30/2010

Thank you for using USAJOBS. We wish you success in your
search to join the "Working for America" team.

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY

The Census Bureau is offering an exciting opportunity to
enhance job skills, further careers and improve communities.
The new Local Census Office in Anchorage, Alaska is
beginning operations for conducting the 2010 Census, and
office jobs and field jobs throughout the state are now
available. For job descriptions and to find out how to apply, call
1-866-861-2010 or go online to:
http://www.census.gov/2010censusjobs/index.php

The count of the population in the United States, otherwise
known as the Census, occurs once every ten years. Data
collected from the Census is essential to determining the
distribution of over $300 billion dollars of federal funding to
tribal, state and local governments as well as non-profit
organizations each year. This helps to fund schools, roads,
emergency services and community services.

Bridge Builders of Anchorage is pleased to partner with
Census 2010 due to its importance to the multicultural
communities of Anchorage.
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Bridge Builders of Anchorage
phone: 277-1882 fax: 277-1883

email: bridgebuilders@bridgebuildersak.org
website: www.bridgebuildersak.org
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