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April 2010

April brings snowstorms and
flowers, and preparations for
the imminent acceleration into
busy season.

Our own busy-ness is increasing

as well. We are pleased to

announce our new partnership

with the Municipality as we

assume responsibility for the ! '

city's diversity events. This will include combining our annual Gala for Excellence in
Community Service with the Mayor's Unity Dinner this autumn. The detailed press
release is available at our website,

April is National Volunteer Month and National Poetry Month, and its significant
days include:

02 - Good Friday (Christian)

03 - Mindfulness Day (Zen Buddhist)

04 - Easter (Christian)

06 - Pesach/Passover, final day (Jewish)

06 - National Tartan Day (Scottish-American)
07 - World Health Day

11 - Yom Hashoah (Jewish) - Jewish Holocaust Memorial Day
14 - Baisakhi/Vaisakhi (Sikh) - Sikh New Year Festival

19 - Yom Ha'Atzmaut (Jewish)

21 - First Day of Ridvan (Baha'i)

22 - Earth Day

28 - 5/1 - Theravadin New Year (Buddhist)

29 - Ninth Day of Ridvan (Baha'i)

30 - Arbor Day
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We look forward to seeing ever more of all our multicultural neighbors, friends and
families out and about as the weather warms and days lengthenl!
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You now have a second chance to donate Cultural Events Calendar

Aprll 5 - May 31, 2010! Now available online at:

http://www.bridgebuildersak.com/
BridgeBuilders2009Calendar.pdf
There's a new way to reach out r
and help Alaskans. Apply for your PI C k'
PFD online and you can share part

L}
of your dividend with some of ( : IC k
yvour favorite Alaska nonprofits. "

Please check back often for
updates!

It's a chance for all of us to come G .

together and give a little extra.

. 3 JuslgPicIc.. ClicE. Givz, Ive'
Give Cash. Make Change. For Alaska.

Please consider using Pick.Click.Give. to donate to Bridge
Builders of Anchorage when you apply for your PFD online.

To those who have already supported us, we thank you for
your generosity!

We hope you will help spread the word to increase

awareness and support for all Alaska's non-profits through
2010 PFD charitable contributions.

Thank you for your support!

* Board Spotlight *

“Meet" a new member of the Bridge Builders board of
directors here every month!

Modou E. Manneh
Gambian
Treasurer

Modou is a Member of the Chartered Institute of Management
Accountants, registered in United Kingdom. He works for Ukpeagvik
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Innupiat Corporation (UIC) family of companies, in Accounting and
Finance. Modou volunteers as Math Tutor for GED and High School
Diploma and Facilitator for Forget Me Not Grief Program for Hospice of
Anchorage. He works in his spare time as Psychiatric Treatment
Counselor for children and teens with behavior challenges and Life Coach
for mentally and development challenged adults.

Modou was born in Banjul, The Gambia, a small Anglophone West African
nation. He was educated in United Kingdom and immigrated to Alaska
May 07, 2005. He is a father to three great teenagers.

The Anchorage Museum

Gala - 2010: An Art Odyssey
5:30 to 11 p.m., 4/10/2010

Plan on an out-of-this-world evening at the Anchorage Museum's 2010
gala April 10 at the Dena'ina Civic and Convention Center. The theme
2010: An Art Odyssey is a nod to the current "Star Wars: Where Science
Meets Imagination" exhibit, as well as the May opening of the
Imaginarium Discovery Center and Thomas Planetarium.

Gala guests will enjoy sumptuous food, fine wine and an auction of art
created specifically for the gala by some of the state's best artists. Gala
tickets cost $150. For more information or to purchase tickets, call (907)
929-9226.

Alaska Design Forum
7 p.m., 4/12/2010

Lecture: Pezo Von Ellrichshausen, Architects, Concepcion, Chile
Mauricio Pezo and Sofia von Ellrichshausen have won many international
design awards, including the Azure Best Annual Houses (Canada), the
Commended Prize at the AR Awards For Emerging Architecture
(London), and the Best Work Of Young Architects (Uruguay). Admission
$10 general, $5 student. For more details, visit
www.AlaskaDesignForum.org.

Teen Science Guide Open House
6 to 9 p.m., 4/12/2010

Teens and their guardians can learn more about the museum's Teen
Science Guide Volunteer Program at one of these orientations: 6 to 9
p.m. Monday, April 12 and Friday, April 16 or 9 a.m. to noon Saturday,
April 17. To sign up for an open house or for more information, call 929-
92717.

Jedi Nights Lecture Series: Killer Asteroids

7 p.m., 4/15/2010

Killer Asteroids: How We Know What We Know

UAA astronomer Dr. Andy Puckett talks about asteroids, the risks
associated with asteroid impacts, and how we might avoid them. He also
reviews what the "Star Wars" movies say about asteroids and planetary
catastrophes, separating fact from fiction. Free.

All Alaska Juried Juror Lecture
7 p.m., 4/23/2010
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Lecture by Seattle Art Museum curator Michael Darling, juror of "All
Alaska Juried Exhibition XXXIII," which will be on view May 22 through
Oct. 10.

Admission to this lecture is free; however, admission to the "Star Wars:

Where Science Meets Imagination” exhibit requires a full-price ticket.

More events and information at www.anchoragemuseum.org
907-343-4326

Alaska Native Heritage Center

Contemporary Native Art Celebration
Alaska Native Heritage Center
Saturday, April 10, 2010
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Visual art, performing art, and literary art, engaging storytelling and
dramatic presentations.
Admission - Donation recommended

Performance by:
Redhouse Family Jazz Quartet

Members of the Dine' (Navajo) Nation, the band is comprised of Mary, Vince, Lenny and
Larry Redhouse. All established musicians, these family members have been performing

together and as individuals for over 30 years, and have numerous CD releases and
accolades to their credit.

Dance Group Ingrimiut (Yup'ik)
A traditional Yup'ik dance group performing new and contemporary songs.

Contemporary Alaska Native visual artists-
Lalla Williams

Ossie Kairaiuak

Caroline Kroll

Benjamin Schliefman

Percy Avugiak

Book Signing - Chasing the Dark: Perspectives on place, history and Alaska land
claims

Storytellers - Jack Dalton
Allison Warden

For schedule, flyer, and details, go to http://www.alaskanative.net/

Anchorage Public Library

CONVERSATION SALON-ALASKA CONSTITUTION

Let's come together

Bridge Builders

2010 Bridg’e Builders
of Anchorage

oach of Directors
and Hta{j{ji

Elsa Malapit Sargento

Filipino American
President

David Alexander
English German
Vice President,

Board Development

Ellsworth James, PhD

African American/
Lipan Apache

Vice President,
Sustainability

Modou E. Manneh
Gambian
Treasurer

Lusiana Hansen
Samoan American
Secretary

Malcolm Roberts
Anglo-American

Immediate Past President

Pastor Thomas Davis

African American

SJ Klein
Jewish American

Angela Jimenez
Dominican American

Jim LaBelle
Inupiaq

Gabrielle LeDoux
Eastern European

Barbara Niziol
Polish American
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Do we have the best judicial system in the country?
Hosted by the Anchorage Public Library and Institute of the North, this
conversation salon is part two of a series examining the Alaska
Constitution. A framer of the Constitution, a former Attorney General and
former Mayor of Anchorage attended the last salon. Join Alaska's leaders
for a thought-provoking discussion led by constitutional scholar Mike
Schwaiger. No prior knowledge of the Alaska constitution or previous
attendance required!

Tuesday, April 20, 5:30 to 6:30 pm - Ann Stevens Room,
Loussac, level 3

GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY

Teens - don't miss this fun volunteer party to help prepare materials for
the Summer Reading Celebration. Call Sue @ 343-2853 to register.
Saturday, April 24, 10:30 am-1 pm - Loussac, Public
Conference Room, level 1

LOVE YOUR LIBRARY WEEKEND AT ANCHORAGE MUSEUM
See the Star Wars exhibit during Love Your Library Weekend April 17 &
18. Bring a library book that weekend and get $3 off one adult Star Wars
ticket. Star Wars: Where Science Meets Imagination is on view at the
Anchorage Museum through April 25. www.anchoragemuseum.org 907-
929-9201

DIA DE LOS NINOS FOLKTALE CELEBRATION AT MULDOON
Dress up in a traditional folk costume from any land or culture, and join a
fun celebration for kids 8 and under.

Wednesday, April 28, 10:30 am - Muldoon Branch

More events and details in monthly newsletter at:
http://lexicon.ci.anchorage.ak.us/

Anchorage Youth Development Coalition

Professional Development for Youth Programs Staff

Anchorage Youth Development Coalition is pleased to announce a Spring 2010 Anchorage
Youth Development Academy! AYDA is a 38 hour training/coaching academy based on
researched youth work methods from the Center for Youth Program Quality. The Academy
is designed for staff whom work directly with youth ages 12 -18 years of age. If you are
interested in this training please contact Thomas Azzarella; thomas@aydc.org

Training of Promoters (TOPSs)

Hello to all Alaska artists, classroom teachers, and members of arts organizations. Youtre
invited! Alaska ICE (Initiative for Community Engagement) through the Association of
Alaska School Boards is offering its seventh annual TOPs (Training of Promoters) in
Anchorage on April 8 and 9, 2010. Alaska ICE is dedicated to helping local artists, teachers
of the arts, and arts organizations to connect with young people, and help them expand and
enhance the asset building activities they are already doing in their communities.

Does your organization (schools count) work with youth? Do you have an idea for an art
project (visual or performance) that involves adults and young people learning and working
with each other? We invite you to attend our TOPS training to find out how the arts can
help build healthy youth-adult relationships and promote the positive development of

Mabel Pike
Tlingit

Donna Stephens
Anglo American

Melvin Williams
African American

Arthur Yang
Hmong

* % %

Denée Dubeau Zah
Finnish Irish
French-Canadian
Administrative Assistant

Elissa Regan
Irish Welsh
German English Iroquois
AmeriCorps Member

Please join us in thanking

our wonderful

partners and sponsors
for their support:

Alaska AFL-CIO
Alaska Airlines

Alyeska Pipeline
Service Company

Anchorage Daily News
Anchorage East Rotary
Anchorage School District
AT Publishing & Printing
BP
Census 2010
CIRI
Conoco Phillips

First National Bank Alaska
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youth. After attending our two-day workshop, we invite you submit a proposal for a stipend Immediate Care

to help fund a project.

Questions? Please call Nicole at 907-586-1083. OR bsmith@aasb.org OR Municipality of Anchorage
jlefing@aash.org

Ninestar Education &
Employment Services

The Original HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 2010 World Tour
Their greatest trick is bringing families together! Wells Fargo
Thursday, April 29 - 7pm

Friday, April 30 - 7pm

Sullivan Arena

For discounted tickets information, please visit www.aydc.org, documents, AYDC family
documents  http://www.aydc.org/index. cfm ?fa=documents_search&doctype=Family
Document

More events, scholarship opportunities, news and details at:
http://www.aydc.org/

Alaska World Affairs Council

April 9, 2010
"Who's Watching the World?

The Collapse of Foreign Journalism in the American Press."”
Speaker: Pat Yack - Atwood Chair of Journalism - Dept. of
Journalism and Public Communications - UAA

April 16, 2010
"After the Meltdown: Is Globalization Still Good for America?"

Speaker: Jonathan Huneke - Vice President, Communications
and Public Affairs - United States Council for International
Business

April 23, 2010
"Terrorist Financing: The War Behind the War on Terror"

Speaker: John Cassara - former federal intelligence officer

* k %

AWAC weekly luncheons location: Hilton Hotel

Doors open at 11:30 a.m. - Program begins at 12:00 p.m.

RSVP by telephone 276-8038 or by email to info@AlaskaWorldAffairs.org.
Lunch Program $20 for Members - $25 for Non-Members - $6 for Coffee Only

For more information, go to http://www.alaskaworldaffairs.org/

2010 ALASKA PTA CONVENTION

April 22 - 24
BP Energy Center, 900 E. Benson Blvd.

This convention is your chance to join in the conversation, reach out and
network wth other parents and hear up-to-date information you can use.

Please visit www.alaskapta.org for registration forms and
updated lists of events and speakers. Make the conference a
family event in Anchorage. Mothers, fathers, grandparents and supportive
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family members will want to attend the seminars and visit the exhibitors
on site for fundraising ideas.

Reform Immigration FOR America cordially invites you to a...

Community Gathering & Potluck
for Immigration Reform

Wednesday, April 7th
St. Mary's Episcopal Church, 2222 Tudor Rd.

Potluck starts at 5:30pm
Discussion starts at 6pm

Bring your friends and family, a dish to share, and ideas on how to push
forward immigration reform that reflects our community values now.

To RSVP or for more information, contact Molly at 750-1999
or Francisco en espanol at 830-3140.

Annual Spring Cultural Festival

Saturday, April 24th from 12:00 noon to 4:00pm

Government Hill Elementary School is hosting its 17th annual Spring Cultural Festival. Free
admission and open to the public.

This is an exciting, educational, and entertaining event to celebrate the diversity of our
community. Cultural groups from around Anchorage as well as school students will perform
in traditional dress. Once you enter our school hallways you will find yourself traveling
around the world while experiencing music, dance, language and culture from all walks of
life. An abundance of traditional foods will be available. Everyone can further their fun at
the free arts & crafts stations and cakewalks. Last but not least is our much anticipated
silent auction with lots of goodies up for grabs and all proceeds going to good cause... our
school.

We are looking for performers from different cultures and people who would like to give a
presentation about their countries and their cultures to the children. If you would like to join
us please contact Antonia Lespin at 250-9913 or via email at: antonialespin@yahoo.com

Alaska Junior Theater

PUSHCART PLAYERS
Stone Soup
and Other Stories

April 8-9 & 12-17, 2010
All shows in the Discovery Theatre

SCHOOL PERFORMANCES
Recommended for grades K-4
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APRIL 8-9 & 12-16, 2010
10:00 AM & Noon (60 minutes)

PUBLIC PERFORMANCES
Great for ages 5 and up
SATURDAY, APRIL 17, 2010
3:00 PM (60 minutes)

The Pushcart Players perform this familiar brew of favorites that delight
audiences of all ages. This charming, well-seasoned blend of carefully
selected folk tales from around the world to encourage the joy of reading.
Dynamic, participatory and filled with zesty entertainment, "Stone Soup..."
is on the gourmet "not to be missed" list for young viewers!

OUTREACH

Arrive early (1:45 PM) for storytelling in the lobby before the show. Meet
the Artists Q & A after the performance. Learn more in acting workshops
with the actors. Call 272-7546

More information at www.akjt.com

Stormtrooper Saturdays

"Star Wars" characters invade Anchorage Museum on
Stormtrooper Saturdays

Museum guests can have a thrilling, face-to-face encounter
with Darth Vader and other "Star Wars" characters on
Stormtrooper Saturdays at the Anchorage Museum.

Every Saturday in April from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
"Star Wars" characters will roam the museum. On any given
Saturday, museum visitors may encounter Darth Vader,
stormtroopers, clonetroopers, Jawas or Jedis. The characters
are available to answer questions and pose for pictures.

The exhibition "Star Wars: Where Science Meets
Imagination™ is on view through April 25 at the Anchorage
Museum. Using the familiar imagery of the six "Star Wars"
films as a springboard for the imagination, this exhibition
explores the futuristic technologies of the "Star Wars"
universe and compares them with real-life scientific progress.

Tickets are $22 general admission, $18
student/senior/military, $10 for museum members, $8 ages 3
to 12 and free for ages 2 and younger. Prices include general
admission to the museum. Tickets are available at the
museum or online at www.anchoragemuseum.org.
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Forget Me Not Grief Program

for children, teens and the adults who love them

Forget Me Not is a peer support program providing support in a safe place for children,
teens, and the adults who love them to share, learn and grow in their grief. The program
does not provide formal counseling or therapy. Forget Me Not is a program of Hospice of
Anchorage.

Volunteers do not need previous experience working with grieving children, teens or
adults; however completion of the entire training is required.

2 credits for UAA PACE Professional Development 500 level course w/ ASD.

The dates of training are:

Saturday, April 10th, 10a -5:00p - Intro/Grieving as a Process/ Facing Grief
Thursday, April 15th, 6p - 8:00p - Funeral Home Tour

Saturday, April 17th, 10a -5:00p - Facing Grief/Learning to Facilitate a Group
Thursday, April 22nd, 6p - 8:00p - Learning to Facilitate a Group

Saturday, April 24th, 10a -5:00p - Learning to Facilitate Safe Play

Thursday, April 29th, 6p - 9:00p - Attend Forget Me Not Grief Program
Saturday, May 1st, 10a -2:00p - Process FMN Night/Training Wrap-up/Closing

The goal of the facilitator training is to teach people how to help children, teens and
adults process their reactions to grief. Priority for training will be given to those who are
willing to make a volunteer commitment to the Forget Me Not Program for one year for 3
hours twice a month on scheduled Thursday evenings from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. . Upon
completion of the training each volunteer and the Program Coordinator will meet to
affirm that the volunteer and Forget Me Not Grief Program will be a wonderful match for
all.

For more information anda registration form please contact
Jane Barber jane@hospiceofanchorage.org Telephone: 561-5322

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

HUD's Alaska Office of Native American Programs has three vacancies
announced at USAjobs.gov. One for a Grants Evaluation Specialist
position and two Program Assistants currently being advertised.
Please forward the hyperlinks below. Also, feel free to forward on to other
interested parties.

Grants Specialist:

http://jobview.usajobs.gov/GetJob.aspx?JoblD=87119813& JobTitle=Grants+Evaluation+
Specialist&q=What%3a+(keywords)Grants+Evaluation+
Specialist&where=Anchorage+AK&brd=3876&vw=b&FedEmp=N&FedPub=
Y&x=46&y=16&AVSDM=2010-03-30+00%3a03%3a00

Program Assistants:
http://jobview.usajobs.gov/GetJob.aspx?JoblD=87111269&

JobTitle=Program+Assistant&q=Program+Assistant&where=
Anchorage&brd=3876&vw=b&FedEmp=N&FedPub=Y&x=58&y=17&AVSDM=2010-03-

26+08%3a52%3a00

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY
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Local Part Time Job Opportunity

The US Census is recruiting now for exciting temporary part time jobs to
work winter and spring 2010 to conduct the 2010 census. The work you
do will also benefit your community and the state. Field Jobs start at
$25.00 per hour plus mileage reimbursement working in your local
community. Please call 1-866-861-2010 or to schedule an employment
test in your local area. Bilingual applicants are encouraged to apply. For
more information go to www.census.gov/2010censusjobs.

The Census Bureau is offering an exciting opportunity to enhance job
skills, further careers and improve communities. The new Local
Census Office in Anchorage, Alaska is beginning operations for
conducting the 2010 Census, and office jobs and field jobs throughout the
state are now available.

The count of the population in the United States, otherwise known as the
Census, occurs once every ten years. Data collected from the
Census is essential to determining the distribution of over
$300 billion dollars of federal funding to tribal, state and
local governments as well as non-profit organizations each
year. This helps to fund schools, roads, emergency services
and community services.

Bridge Builders of Anchorage is pleased to partner with Census 2010 due
to its importance to the multicultural communities of Anchorage.

Exchange Students

A great way to promote international understanding, not to mention
improving your knowledge of geography! (Can you find Moldova on the
map?)

Again this year | am in need of host families for foreign exchange
students. | currently have profiles for girls from Moldova and Saudi
Arabia and a boy from Tajikistan with more to come in the next few
weeks. Please consider whether you or someone you know would be
willing to open your home to one of these student ambassadors for the
2010-11 school year.

Linda Okland

PAX Community Coordinator
248-2166

Refugee Update

The new year has started off with a bang after a lull in December. Clients have arrived
from the following countries:

Bhutan - 16, Iran - 2, Iraq - 16, Russia - 5, Somalia - 21, Sudan - 1

TOTAL arrivals is 51 since January and 61 since October (our fiscal year). This includes
21 school aged children. By April 13th we expect to have 69 refugees arrived by April 13th
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based on the numbers above (with 2 highschoolers). We have also recieved about 5 new
adult asylee clients and are expecting an entire family of asylees arriving to join their
relative shortly.

We actually are receiving about the same number of refugees as last year overall, but the
arrivals have been coming much more bunched together this year with a very heavy
January to March quarter bringing in about 50% of the full year arrivals. We are projected
to receive about 120 for this year in total.

HOW WE ARE DOING:

As of mid-March we are up there with two other DPA sites in cases closed from public
assistance due to earnings. However, so many of our clients are literally in the US less
than 6 weeks, so this will hopefully be an underestimate of our year end percentages since
these folks have just not started actively job seeking yet. We have about 63% success
right now in employing individuals within 6 months of arrival. This is a program low for us,
we are usually in the 70-90% range and hope that with spring hitting, many clients will be
getting more jobs. We are struggling with clients getting many more parttime hours than
full time.

PROGRAM UPDATES:

We have started a new capactiy building grant, the Emerging Communities Project,

which will award 6 ethnic community and faith based groups with training, technical
assistance and funds to develop their capacity to serve their own communities. This is an
exciting opportunity to develop leadership in the immigrant, indigenous and refugee
community groups. Contact us if you want to learn more, or check the CSS Website --
awardees will be anounced within a few days!

We are recruiting for an Americorps position as a case management assistant. If you know
folks who might be interested or want to learn more, have them contact me directly.

DONATIONS NEEDED:

With all the arrivals we are especially in need of mattresses, blankets and new pillows and
pots and pans (complete donation list on our website). Also always seeking new landlords
and employers.

Off to an exciting start to the year with your support. Let us know if you need more specific
information about the program or our arrivals.

Karen Ferguson, Ph.D., Program Director/ State Refugee Coordinator
Refugee Assistance & Immigration Services (RAIS), Catholic Social Services
(907) 222-7376 phone, Kferguson@cssalaska.org

Municipality's Boards and Commissions

Leadership needed -- young leaders to elders and all ages in
between. Below are the links to the Municipality's Boards and
Commissions page as well as the page that lists the vacancies. If you are
interested in applying, please click on the third link to go directly to the
application form and instructions.

Our diverse cultural communities have much to offer. Please bring your
voice to our community.

http://www.muni.org/departments/mayor/boards/Pages/default.aspx

http://www.muni.org/Departments/Mayor/Boards/Pages/Vacancies.aspx
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http://www.muni.org/Departments/Mayor/Boards/Documents/
BoardCommissionApplication.pdf

IT'S NOT TOO EARLY

Remember to REGISTER TO VOTE! August 24th is the primary and
November 2nd is the general election.

For more information, call the Elections Office at 522-8683.

Is there something happening in your community that you would like to
see included here? Please email the details to us at least one week

prior to the end of the month at bridgebuilders@bridgebuildersak.org.

Thank you for sending us information about your special event. We
think this tool will help keep you informed and give you options for
activities of interest.

Contact Information

Bridge Builders of Anchorage

phone: 277-1882 fax: 277-1883

email: bridgebuilders@bridgebuildersak.org
website: www.bridgebuildersak.org
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